


Our Native Neighbors and the Land Grant Mission

lowa State University was one of the first land grant universities established in the United States. As
such, its mission has been to disseminate knowledge to the general public. Land grant universities,
however, were established at a specific time, with a specific mission and audience in mind. The Morrill
Act was passed in 1862, together with the Transcontinental Railroad Act and the Homestead Act. The
goals of these acts intersected: the West was to be colonized by farmers, who needed land, new
agricultural technologies, and means to bring their products to market. From their beginning, land
grant institutions were to support this endeavor. The general public thus was to be the farmers, and
the farmers were the new settlers, in accordance with the assumptions of the time “white” men,
owning the land in private parcels, applying the newest technologies to this land, producing for and
consuming from the capitalist marketplace, thus supporting the railroads.

This vision was beneficial to its intended audience - at first the homesteaders, but increasingly those
who were able to consolidate the farmlands into ever more industrial operations. By the very
definition of their founding intentions, however, land grant institutions were also directed against
other interests: the land for the homesteaders had come and would come from Native nations; the
industrial technologies developed in the name of efficiency worked against the ecosystems in place;
and the colonization of the Plains was in the interest of the state and its industrial stakeholders,
namely railroad barons, agricultural speculators, and catalog wholesellers.

In lowa, the histories (and even the names) of the peoples who lived in this area have been mostly
forgotten. This short reference guide has dual purpose: to educate the people of lowa about the
diversity of nations who have had (and still have) a presence in what is now the state, and to provide a
guide to lowa State University adminstrators, faculty, and staff on the opportunities of extending our
land grant mission to our Native neighbors.

American Indian nations are sovereign nations. They sold some of their lands to the United States in
treaties, and kept some of their territories, where they also kept sovereign powers. They hae built
their own systems of higher education, and these universities and colleges are also land-grant
universities. They deserve and command the same respect as any other sovereign nation.

On the following pages, you will see maps (created from ArcGIS) of these territories. They are in
different scales, because the sizes of Native territories vary greatly. Some of these lands are
contiguous, some of the are scattered. Some are rural, others are urban. In every case, people of these
nations do not only live on these lands. They live everywhere, just like any other people in a global
society.

In blue, you will see the reservations and the off-reservation trust lands. The reservation areas do not
indicate a difference between trust lands and fee lands, a distinction with far-reaching consequences
for legal, political, and economic powers. In the case of Native lands in Oklahoma, the blue indicates
Native territories, while the trust lands are indicated in teal. The reddish areas indicate other Native
nations' lands.

| deeply apologize for any mistakes or omissions. These are not legal documents and should not be
used for that purpose. | tried to include all trust lands, even if they are located away from the man
reservation areas, because one of the most important things to understand about the situation of
American Indian nations today is their widely divergent land ownership.

I would like to thank Laurie Johnson, who worked on formatting the data, and all the students in
AMIN 225, American Indians of lowa, in the fall of 2018, who compiled much of the data. Some of it
might already be outdated: this is but a snippet of information, but | hope it is a beginning of a better
understanding and engagement.



Native Nations in lowa

In 2019, three American Indian nations hold land ownership in lowa: the Meskwaki, the Omaha, and
the Winnebago.

Both the Omaha and Winnebago hold lands in lowa across the Missouri from their main territories in
Nebraska. The lands in lowa were regained in the 1980s and 1990s, after they had been appropriated
by lowans and lowa who mistakenly thought the Missouri River was the reservation boundary.
Instead, however, the river had significantly shifted its course since the boundaries had been drawn,
and after long court battles, the tribes regained posssession of some (though not all) their lands in
lowa.

The Meskwaki own lands at the Meskwaki Settlement in central lowa. Like all other Native peoples,

the Meskwaki had been removed from lowa by the trearty process in the first half of the 19"
century.
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While the lowa River, and then the state, was named after the loway, the Des Moines River, and then
the city, was named after another group, whom the French named Moingena. During the turbulent
years between 1760 and 1830, the Meskwaki and their allies, the Sauk, pushed the lowa off their old
lands and further to the southwest. Although the loway had originally welcomed the Meskwaki as
refugees, they continuously lost their powers.

In what is today northern lowa, the Dakota established hunting territories, while the Oto and
Missouria settled north of the Missouri River in the south. Other nations traded in the state, lived
with relatives, south refuge, or held hunting rights. Even more were resettled in the area during the
Removal process, only to be moved out again. Thus the Potawatomi, the Kickapoo, the Ho-Chunk or
Winnebago, Anishinabe nations, and others lived in lowa for periods of time.

Today, Native people from across the United States live in lowa. Most, like other Americans, live in
cities. Many towns and counties were named after Native nations or individuals, although not all of
these names indicate their actual historical presence in the state.

The legacies and histories of Native nations are still present on lowa lands. Burial mounds, earth
enclosures, fields, and ancient cities are present all across the state. Often overlooked, though, many
lowans do not know much about the rich history of the land before colonization.
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https://meskwaki.org/
http://meskwakipowwow.com/
https://meskwaki.org/about-us/museum/
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https://www.facebook.com/omahatribeofnebraska/
http://www.thenicc.edu/
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http://www.winnebagotribe.com/
https://hochunkinc.com/
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http://www.haskell.edu/



https://www.iowatribeofkansasandnebraska.com/
https://www.iowatribeofkansasandnebraska.com/annual-pow-wow
http://www.sacandfoxks.com/
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http://www.ktik-nsn.gov/
http://www.pbpindiantribe.com/
https://prairiebandllc.com/
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https://www.bahkhoje.com/
http://www.omtribe.org/

Sac and Fox Nation



http://www.sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov/
http://www.kickapootribeofoklahoma.com/
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https://www.miamination.com/
https://www.potawatomi.org/
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Santo Domingao



http://www.ottawatribe.org/
https://kickapootexas.org/
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http://www.glitc.org/
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http://www.ho-chunknation.com/
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https://www.fcpotawatomi.com/
http://www.menominee-nsn.gov/
http://www.mtewood.com/
http://www.menominee.edu/
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http://www.badriver-nsn.gov/
http://www.redcliff-nsn.gov/

\ Grindsione
Ivindige Lake
Lo ke

) ’ »
Lac Caurte Oreliles

Edgewat o

Round
Lake

Little
Trout Lake



https://www.lcotribe.com/
https://www.lco.edu/
https://www.ldftribe.com/
https://ldfmuseum.com/

Sokaogon Chippewa Community
Mole Lake Band of Lake Superior Chippewa



http://www.sokaogonchippewa.com/
http://www.hannahville.net/
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http://www.stcciw.com/
http://www.lvdtribal.com/
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http://www.kbic-nsn.gov/
https://www.kbocc.edu/
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http://www.miamiindians.org/
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http://www.gunlaketribe-nsn.gov/
http://www.ltbbodawa-nsn.gov/
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http://www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/
https://lrboi-nsn.gov/



http://www.gtbindians.org/
http://www.baymills.org/
https://www.bmcc.edu/
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http://www.sagchip.org/
http://www.sagchip.edu/
http://www.saulttribe.com/
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https://www.mnchippewatribe.org/
http://www.boisforte.com/
http://www.fdlrez.com/
https://fdltcc.edu/
http://www.llojibwe.org/
http://www.lltc.edu/
http://www.millelacsband.com/
https://fdltcc.edu/
https://whiteearth.com/
https://www.wetcc.edu/
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http://www.redlakenation.org/
https://www.rlnc.education/



http://www.uppersiouxcommunity-nsn.gov/
http://www.lowersioux.com/
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http://www.prairieisland.org/
https://shakopeedakota.org/



http://www.montanalittleshelltribe.org/
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http://www.fortpecktribes.org/
http://www.fpcc.edu/
http://www.chippewacree-nsn.gov/
http://www.stonechild.edu/
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http://www.mytisa.org/
https://uttc.edu/



https://tmchippewa.com/
https://www.tm.edu/
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http://www.spiritlakenation.com/
http://www.littlehoop.edu/
https://www.standingrock.org/
https://sittingbull.edu/






http://www.sioux.org/
http://www.crowcreekconnections.org/
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http://www.swo-nsn.gov/
https://www.swcollege.edu/
https://santeesioux.com/
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http://www.lowerbrulesiouxtribe.com/
https://www.lowerbrulecc.org/



http://www.oglalalakotanation.info/
http://www.olc.edu/
http://www.santeesiouxnation.net/
http://www.thenicc.edu/
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https://www.rosebudsiouxtribe-nsn.gov/
http://www.sintegleska.edu/

Canada and Mexico

In addition to communities in the United States, some of the tribes historically associated with lowa have
communities both in Canada and Mexico. The following is a list of these communities.

Dakota:

Sioux Valley Dakota Nation
Dakota Plains Wahpeton Oyate
Dakota Tipi First Nation

Birdtail Sioux First Nation
Canupawakpa Dakota Nation
Standing Buffalo Dakota Nation
Whitecap Dakota Nation

Wood Mountain

Kickapoo:
Tribu Kikapu

http://www.svdngovernance.com/
https://www.dakotaplainswahpetonoyate.com/
http://dakotatipi.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/BirdtailSioux
http://canupawakpanation.com/
http://fhgtc.com/standing-buffalo/
https://whitecapdakota.com/
http://fhgtc.com/wood-mountain/

https://www.facebook.com/pages/El-Nacimiento-Tribu-Kikapoo/1405750236321781

Anishinabe (Ojibwa, Ottawa, Potawatomi, Saulteaux):

Aamjiwnaang First Nation

Aroland First Nation

Batchewana First Nation of Ojibways
O'Chiese First Nation

Chippewas of Nawash Unceded First Nation

Chippewa of the Thames First Nation
Saugeen First Nation

Curve Lake First Nation

Serpent River First Nation

Dokis First Nation

Eabametong First Nation

Garden River First Nation
Koocheching First Nation

Lac des Mille Lacs First Nation

Lac Seul First Nation

Lake Nipigon Ojibway First Nation
Wabauskang First Nation

Berens River First Nation
Brokenhead First Nation

Hollow Water First Nation

Pasqua First Nation

Black River First Nation
Magnetawan First Nation
Mississaugi First Nation

North Caribou Lake First Nation
Ojibways of the Pic River First Nation
Cat Lake First Nation
Mishkeegogamang First Nation
Slate Falls First Nation

Pikangikum First Nation

Poplar Hill First Nation

Sagamok Anishnawbek First Nation
Shawanaga First Nation
O-Chi-Chak-Ko-Sipi First Nation
Muscowpetung First Nation
Kawacatoose First Nation

Pine Creek First Nation
Pinaymootang First Nation
Pauingassi First Nation
Obashkaandagaang Bay First Nation

http://www.aamjiwnaang.ca/
https://www.arolandfirstnation.ca/
https://batchewana.ca/
http://www.ochiese.ca/
https://www.nawash.ca/
http://www.cottfn.com/
https://saugeenfirstnation.ca/
https://www.curvelakefirstnation.ca/
http://www.srfnedc.com/
http://www.dokis.ca/
http://www.eabametoong.firstnation.ca/
http://www.gardenriver.org/
http://firstnation.ca/koocheching
http://lacdesmillelacsfirstnation.ca/
http://lacseul.firstnation.ca/

http://firstnation.ca/lake-nipigon-ojibway-animbiigoo-zaagiigan

http://firstnation.ca/wabauskang
http://www.berensriver.ca/
http://www.brokenheadojibwaynation.net/
https://www.serdc.mb.ca/communities/hollow-water
https://www.pasquafn.ca/
https://www.black-river.ca/
https://www.magnetawanfirstnation.com/
https://www.mississaugi.com/
http://search.211north.ca/record/TBC0146
www.picriver.com/
http://search.211north.ca/record/TBD0039
https://www.mishkeegogamang.ca/

http://www.windigoeducation.on.ca/communities/slatefalls

http://www.ifna.ca/article/pikangikum-116.asp
http://poplarhill.firstnation.ca/
https://sagamok.ca/
http://shawanagafirstnation.ca/
https://www.occfn.ca/
http://www.muscowpetung.com/
http://www.kawacatoose.ca/
http://pinecreekfirstnation.com/
https://www.irtc.ca/pinaymootang-first-nation/
https://www.serdc.mb.ca/communities/pauingassi
http://search.211north.ca/record/TBD0230


http://www.svdngovernance.com/
https://www.dakotaplainswahpetonoyate.com/
http://dakotatipi.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/BirdtailSioux
http://canupawakpanation.com/
http://fhqtc.com/standing-buffalo/
https://whitecapdakota.com/
http://fhqtc.com/wood-mountain/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/El-Nacimiento-Tribu-Kikapoo/1405750236321781
http://www.aamjiwnaang.ca/
https://www.arolandfirstnation.ca/
https://batchewana.ca/
http://www.ochiese.ca/
https://www.nawash.ca/
http://www.cottfn.com/
https://saugeenfirstnation.ca/
https://www.curvelakefirstnation.ca/
http://www.srfnedc.com/
http://www.dokis.ca/
http://www.eabametoong.firstnation.ca/
http://www.gardenriver.org/
http://firstnation.ca/koocheching
http://lacdesmillelacsfirstnation.ca/
http://lacseul.firstnation.ca/
http://firstnation.ca/lake-nipigon-ojibway-animbiigoo-zaagiigan
http://firstnation.ca/wabauskang
http://www.berensriver.ca/
http://www.brokenheadojibwaynation.net/
https://www.serdc.mb.ca/communities/hollow-water
https://www.pasquafn.ca/
https://www.black-river.ca/
https://www.magnetawanfirstnation.com/
https://www.mississaugi.com/
http://search.211north.ca/record/TBC0146
http://www.picriver.com/
http://search.211north.ca/record/TBD0039
https://www.mishkeegogamang.ca/
http://www.windigoeducation.on.ca/communities/slatefalls
http://www.ifna.ca/article/pikangikum-116.asp
http://poplarhill.firstnation.ca/
https://sagamok.ca/
http://shawanagafirstnation.ca/
https://www.occfn.ca/
http://www.muscowpetung.com/
http://www.kawacatoose.ca/
http://pinecreekfirstnation.com/
https://www.irtc.ca/pinaymootang-first-nation/
https://www.serdc.mb.ca/communities/pauingassi
http://search.211north.ca/record/TBD0230

Biinjitiwabik Zaaging Anishnabek First Nation https://www.aets.org/rockybay

Chapleau Ojibway First Nation https://chapleauojibwe.ca/
Chippewas of Kettle and Stony Point https://kettlepoint.org/
Ebb and Flow First Nation https://www.facebook.com/groups/21689420024/

George Gordon First Nation
http://fnp-ppn.aandc-aadnc.gc.ca/fnp/Main/Search/FNMain.aspx?BAND_NUMBER=391&lang=eng

Beausoleil First Nation http://www.chimnissing.ca/

Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation http://www.georginaisland.com/

Chippewas of Rama First Nation http://www.mnjikaning.ca

Iskatewizaagegan Independent First Nation http://firstnation.ca/shoal-lake-no-39-iskatewizaagegan
Bloodvein First Nation https://www.serdc.mb.ca/communities/bloodvein
Poplar River First Nation https://www.serdc.mb.ca/communities/poplar-river
Seine River First Nation http://seineriverfirstnation.ca/

Long Plain First Nation https://www.lpband.ca/

Lac La Croix First Nation http://search.211north.ca/record/TBD0132

Fishing Lake First Nation http://www.fishinglakefirstnation.com/

Kinistin Salteaux Nation http://www.kinistin.sk.ca/

Yellow Quill First Nation http://ygfn.ca/

Sagkeeng Anicinabe http://www.sagkeeng.ca/

Rainy River First Nations http://rainyriverfirstnations.com/
Nigigoonsiminikaaning First Nation https://nigigoonsiminikaaning.ca/
Naicatchewenin First Nation http://naicatcheweninfirstnation.ca/

Couchiching First Nation http://www.couchichingfirstnation.com/

Swan Lake First Nation https://www.swanlakefn.ca/

Sandy Bay Ojibway First Nation http://www.sandybayfirstnation.com/
Wabaseemoong Independent Nation http://www.win-tlua.ca/

Henvey Inlet First Nation https://www.hifn.ca/

Wabigoon Lake Ojibway Nation http://wabigoonlakeon.ca/

Skownan First Nation http://skofn.com/

Shoal Lake 40 First Nation http://search.211north.ca/record/TBC0203
Salteaux First Nation http://www.saulteauxfn.ca/index.html
Mitaanjigaaming First Nation http://www.mitaanjigamiing.ca/

Zagime Anishinabek
http://fnp-ppn.aandc-aadnc.gc.ca/fnp/Main/Search/FNMain.aspx?’BAND _NUMBER=364&lang=eng
Asubpeeschoseewagong First Nation
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Asubpeeschoseewagong-First-Nation/132286950139716

Cowessess First Nation https://www.cowessessfn.com/

Eagle Lake First Nation http://www.eaglelakedevelopment.com/about/
Key First Nation https://keyband.com/

Peguis First Nation https://peguisfirstnation.ca/

Muskoday First Nation https://muskodayfn.ca/

Keeseekoowenin First Nation http://treaty2.com/index.php/keeseekoowenin-ojibway/
Buffalo Point First Nation https://www.buffalopoint-firstnation.ca/

Cote First Nation http://cotefirstnation.ca/

Keeseekoose First Nation http://www.keeseekoose.com/

Little Grand Rapids First Nation https://www.serdc.mb.ca/communities/little-grand-rapids
M'Chigeeng First Nation https://www.mchigeeng.ca/

Sheshegwaning First Nation http://www.sheshegwaning.org/

Walpole Island First Nation https://walpoleislandfirstnation.ca/
Wiikwemkoong Unceded Territory First Nation  https://wiikwemkoong.ca/

Zhiibaahaasing First Nation http://www.anishinabek.ca/zhiibaahaasing-first-nation/
Caldwell First Nation https://www.caldwellfirstnation.ca/

Moose Deer Point First Nation http://moosedeerpoint.com/

Wasauksing First Nation https://wasauksing.ca/

Naotkawegwanning First Nation http://www.naotkamegwanning.net/
Muskowekwan First Nation https://www.muskowekwan.ca/home

Big Grassy River First Nation http://biggrassy.ca/

Ojibways of Anigaming First Nation http://onigaming.ca/

Niisaachewan Anishinaabe Nation https://www.niisaachewan.ca/

Wauzhushk Onigum Nation http://search.211north.ca/record/KEN1326
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http://www.eaglelakedevelopment.com/about/
https://keyband.com/
https://peguisfirstnation.ca/
https://muskodayfn.ca/
http://treaty2.com/index.php/keeseekoowenin-ojibway/
https://www.buffalopoint-firstnation.ca/
http://cotefirstnation.ca/
http://www.keeseekoose.com/
https://www.serdc.mb.ca/communities/little-grand-rapids
https://www.mchigeeng.ca/
http://www.sheshegwaning.org/
https://walpoleislandfirstnation.ca/
https://wiikwemkoong.ca/
http://www.anishinabek.ca/zhiibaahaasing-first-nation/
https://www.caldwellfirstnation.ca/
http://moosedeerpoint.com/
https://wasauksing.ca/
http://www.naotkamegwanning.net/
https://www.muskowekwan.ca/home
http://biggrassy.ca/
http://onigaming.ca/
https://www.niisaachewan.ca/
http://search.211north.ca/record/KEN1326
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